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Farewell and Welcome Back! 
We send our best wishes to Mr. Byrne who will be 
bidding farewell to third class and the school this 
week. We thank him for all his hard work.  
 

Thanks also to Ms. Horan for her significant 
contribution to SET since September. Ms. McCabe 
will be taking up that mantle in January. Ms. Daly 
will also be returning and she will be replacing Mr. 
Byrne in 3rd Class.  
 

 

Christmas Choir 
Our school choir filled Navan shopping centre with 
Christmas cheer on Sunday December 10th.  
Well done to all the children. Thank you to Mrs 
McCarthy, Ms Dowd, our Parent Association and 
all the parents who came along to support them. 
Just over €505 was raised for the school. 
 

Santa 
Thanks to the Parents Association for organising 
a visit from Santa on Thursday 21st December 
and to Brendan and Eimear Doughty of 
Doughty’s Mace who donated selection boxes 
for all the children.  
 

 

 
 

 

  

Reminders: 
 

Instagram/Twitter Accounts:  Our Instagram/Twitter accounts are sharing regular photos of the 

school building project, tours of our school, events, activities etc. If you would like to follow our 

accounts, you can search for:  

"Scoil Naomh Barra" 

or click on https://instagram.com/scoilnaomhbarra?igshid=ZDdkNTZiNTM= 

https://twitter.com/wilkinstownns?s=11&t=b34mkejZmu_KtLBDHKK5eQ 

 
Bobble Hats: School branded bobble hats (€10) and shorts (€15) are available from the school office. 

 

The school closes tomorrow (Friday 22ndDecember) for our Christmas break and will re-open on  

Monday 8th January 2024. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy, safe and enjoyable Christmas with your 
families. Nollaig shona daoibh go léir agus saol agus sláinte daoibh don athbhliain 2024. 

https://instagram.com/scoilnaomhbarra?igshid=ZDdkNTZiNTM=
https://twitter.com/wilkinstownns?s=11&t=b34mkejZmu_KtLBDHKK5eQ


 

 

 

Hot School Meals Programme:  
In March, the government invited expressions of interest from primary schools looking to avail of the 
Hot School Meals programme.  Having made our interest known, we have now been invited to 
participate in the scheme. From next April, our students will be able to receive a free hot meal every 
day. We will have more details on this exciting development in the New Year. 

 

Active Schools 
Swimming:  Lessons will commence on Wednesday the 10th of January in Navan Swimming Pool for 1st 
and 2nd class children. If your child would like to participate but you have not yet paid, you can do so via 
the Aladdin app. 

Cross Country Running: The Meath schools competition took place in Fairyhouse on Wednesday 22nd 
November at 10am. Well done to all the students who represented the school on the day. 

Cycling:  The students of 4th class have been participating in a bicycle safety course over the last number 
of weeks. The course consisted of eight hours training with the pupils. Topics covered included: safe 
equipment, rules of the road, starting and stopping, road positioning, shoulder checking, turning, 
overtaking and where appropriate to the group, on-road training. The emphasis of the course is on 
safety through control of the bike and awareness of surroundings. 
 
Gymnastics:  Well done to 2nd class student Lillie Copeland Bennett who travelled to Spain to represent 
Ireland in November. She finished 5th in her event and can be very proud of her achievement. From 
Thursday 11th January, Wilkinstown Community Centre will be hosting gymnastics lessons for all 
mainstream classes on a weekly basis for a total of six weeks. This is being funded using proceeds from 
the school’s non-uniform days. Thanks to all those who have contributed. Perhaps these lessons will 
lead to others following in Lillie’s footsteps! 
 

Curriculum Links 
Music: The children showcased some of what they have been learning during their ukulele lessons when 
they took to the stage for our Christmas show on December 20th. 

New Maths Curriculum/School Self Evaluation: On Tuesday November 21st, members of staff attended 
in-service training focusing on the new Primary Maths Curriculum. We are also continuing our School 
Self Evaluation in this area. We would like to thank those of you who responded to our recent “Attitudes 
to Maths” Survey which has provided very valuable feedback and will inform our whole school focus 
going forward. In the New Year, the children will also be given the opportunity to participate in a “Pupils 
Survey”. Relevant points will be shared following staff collaboration and evaluation of the information 
gathered. 

 
Christmas Show: Our Christmas Show 
took place on Wednesday 20th December. 
We had many great performances on the 
day especially from our Junior and Senior 
Infant children in their Christmas plays. A 
big thank-you to Harry Long for assisting 
the children during the ukulele recital and 
for all his hard work throughout the year. 
Thanks also to all staff members for their 
hard work in preparing the children for 
the show and to everyone who came to 
support the children. We hope you 
enjoyed it. 
 

 

 
 



 
 
Drama Club: Over the last few weeks, Ms. Martyn and Sharon Carroll have overseen the launch of our 
drama club on Monday afternoons. It has been very well attended so far and it has been great to see so 
many students enjoying it. 
 
Irish Club/Sports Club: In January, it is hoped that two new clubs will be launched. Mr. Harte and Ms. 
Martyn’s Club na Gaeilge will take place on Wednesday afternoons. Meanwhile, Mr. King and Mr. Harte 
will host a weekly sports club every Thursday. More details will follow in the New Year. 
 

 

Science Week took place from 12th-19th 
November. All students participated in fun science 
activities throughout the week. From slime making 
to parachute creating, many different areas were 
covered.  Meanwhile, Mr. Byrne’s 3rd Class visited 
Navan Library for “Dr. Brain’s Funbelievable 
Science Show” for a very enjoyable scientific 
experience. We also had a very special visit from 
two paramedics. They had a Zoll life pack with 
them and demonstrated how it measures pulse, 
oxygen levels, blood pressure and it has a built in 
defibrillator for emergencies. The paramedics very 
kindly allowed the children to take a look in the 
back of their ambulance.  
 

 
Tour of Kells; On Wednesday, November 29th, our 
5th class students went on a historical Tour of 
Kells. Following a visit to the Heritage Centre, the 
pupils went on a walking tour of the monastic site 
and even got to see inside Colmcille’s house. 
 
French lessons: The children concluded their 
weekly French lessons in November. 
 
Traditional Music Classes: Ms. Maynes will be 
offering traditional music classes on Tuesday 
afternoons starting in January. Please see the 
below on Page 5 for more information. 
 

Tour of Kells 

 
 

Science Week 2023 
 

Cycle Safety Course 

  



 

 

 

 

Shoebox Appeal 
Thank you to all the children and parents who prepared shoeboxes for Team Hope’s Christmas Appeal. 

Catechists: 
Maureen and Kathleen visited our school on Tuesday 28th November and spoke with children from all 

classes. 

Premier League Mascot 

Clodagh Hagan (3rd Class) has been chosen as a team mascot for the Manchester United v. Aston Villa 
match in the Premier League on St. Stephen's Day. Everyone in the school is really proud of Clodagh and 
we hope that she enjoys this unique experience. The match kicks off at 8pm and will be live on Premier 
Sports on the Sky Sports Extra package. Make sure to tune in to see Clodagh lead out the Red Devils 
from about 7.50pm. 
 

Blinds/Building Work: 

A special thanks to Dun a Rí Blinds for installing blinds on the new entry and exit doors. Work is 
continuing on a new entrance to the multi-sensory garden and on our new astro-turf pitch. We hope 
that the pitch will be ready for action next month and intend to celebrate the completion of our new 
facilities with an event in Term 3.  
 

Revised PCP for All Primary Schools 
Please click on this link to see the revised parental complaints procedure for all schools. 

Revised-Parental-Complaint-Procedure.pdf (wilkinstownns.ie) 

Dates for the Diary in 2024 
Event: Venue Time/Day/Date: 

Grandparents’ Day School Wednesday 24th January 

St. Brigid’s Day Bank Holiday N/A Monday 5th February 

Mid-term Break N/A Tuesday 14th February to Friday 16th February 

First Penance Kilberry Church 7.30pm, Wednesday 28th February 

Confirmation Oristown Church  12pm, Monday 11th March 

St. Patrick’s Day N/A Monday 18th March 

Easter Holidays N/A Closing Friday 22nd March at 12 noon, Re-opening 
Monday 8th April 

First Communion Kilberry Church 11.30am, Sunday 21st April 

   

 

 

http://wilkinstownns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Revised-Parental-Complaint-Procedure.pdf


Parent’s Association 
Fundraisers: Please continue to support the Big 
Money Draw with all proceeds going towards the 
funding of the school’s new astro-turf pitch. 
 
There are still five €1000 monthly draws from 
January to May. Tickets are available for just €20 
per draw via Payzone or the school office.  
 
 
Our Winners So Far… 
1st €500 bonus draw (1st December) - Hollie and 
Katie Meehan 
2nd €500 bonus draw (8th December) - Yvonne 
Curtis 
3rd €500 bonus draw (15th December) - Margaret 
Dunne 
 
December €1000 winner (12th December) - 
Caitriona McKeown 
 
 

 
 

 

Nollaig 
Shona 

Daoibh! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


