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As we reach the end of what has been a very strange year for us all, we just want to give an update on recent PA activity. Obviously the 
school year ended quite abruptly in March 2020 but some PA work continued nonetheless. 

We’d like to take this opportunity to say how proud we are of the whole school community for the way in which everyone has risen to the 
challenges and changes posed this year. We are thankful to the school staff in particular for making things work in a safe but non-stressful 

way for our children. 

Book Fair (March 2020) 
Despite being cut short, due to 
the school closure, the Book 
Fair raised a total of €1984.30. 
This translated in to €1190.58 
in rewards for the school and 
this has been passed on to the 
teachers to spend. Thanks to everyone for making it such a 
success.   

First Holy Communion  
As the First Communion had to be postponed from its 
original date of May 10th, the PA organised a treat for 2nd 
class pupils to mark the day.  Each child got a goody bag 
with a cupcake, flowers/plant and a lovely poem.  Thanks 
to Mary Jane Beckham, Lisa Kenny, Anne Keelan and 
Marcella Wogan of Lilyphil’s  for putting together and distributing the gifts 
to the class. And thanks to Doughty’s who provided treats for the bags as 
well. 

Witches Walk October 2020 
Luckily we were able 
to proceed with the 
Witches Walk this 
year.  And thanks to 
your generosity the 
funds raised 

exceeded last year’s total.  The walk raised €2228.  And 
got coverage in The Irish Times to boot.  Thanks to 
everyone who sponsored the children to do the walk.  And 
to Nives Caplice and the Garda Mounted Unit who helped 
with Traffic Management on the day. And to Barry Cronin 
for the photos. And once again to Doughty’s who so kindly 
sent in some treats for the children on the day. 

 
Book Scheme 

The PA once again provided all school 
books and stationery for parents who 
opted in to our Book Scheme.  We were 
able to reduce the fee this year.  
If you have any ideas on how we could 
improve the Scheme we would 

welcome your feedback to scoilnaomhbarrapa@gmail.com  

A.G.M.  
Our AGM took place via Zoom in November.  Thanks to all who attended. 
And thanks to Mr Minnock for addressing the meeting with updates on 
what’s happening in the school. 

 
Thanks 
After 3 years as chairperson Mary Jane Beckham stepped down from her 
position.  We want to thank her most sincerely for all her hard work during 
the last 3 years.  She was dedicated, enthusiastic and flexible and will be 
missed. 

 
New Chairperson 
Lisa Boland was elected as new chairperson at the 1st meeting of the new PA 
committee.  Best of luck to Lisa in the role.  
Carmel Brecknell will continue as Secretary and Sharon Lynch will serve as 
treasurer for the coming year. 

 
Sixth Class Graduation (June 2020) 
6th class of 2019/20 missed out on the end of their 
school year.  But there was a graduation via Zoom 
and to mark their time in the school the PA 
presented each child with a framed picture. These 
were distributed during the book collection/return 
nights.   
 

Sensory Garden Fundraiser 
Work has finished on the new Sensory Garden and Outdoor Classroom and it is looking brilliant.  It will be a really beneficial addition to 
the school and will provide both fun and learning for the children.  In order to fund the building of the garden we will be organising a Go 
Fund Me event next Spring.  We are hoping to organise a Virtual Sponsored Walk and will be asking people from far and near to get 
behind our effort to raise money to pay for the garden.  We are aiming to raise €7000 so get those walking shoes ready.  Details will 
follow in the New Year and we are hoping once again for your support. 

 
 

 Christmas at Scoil Naomh Barra 
The countdown is on to the holidays now and we are all looking forward to seeing the Christmas plays and performances that each class 
are rehearsing and recording.   

Christmas Panto and No Uniform Day 
On Monday, 21st of December the children will all get to watch a performance of a Christmas Panto 
from The Helix: The Sword in the Stone. The panto will be watched online in each classroom and there is 
a digital activity pack for the classes as well. The PA are covering the cost of this and there will be treats 
for all too.  
 
Also on the 21st we are running a No Uniform Day when the children can dress up in Christmas jumpers 
or wear red. We’re not charging for this no-uniform day – it’s just for fun!  
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